
2020... a year of change - expected and UNexpected - that left us searching for solutions.

Join us in remembering a truly unforgettable year…

U N E X P E C T E D

E

X

P

E

C

T

E

D

Opening the door to a brighter tomorrow

®

Across: 
3. To turn; to modify a program while retaining continuity with its previous version
5. ______ Classic Golf Tournament
7. Type of class offered by our new partner, A Place to Be
11. Location of SCC’s Maryland center
12. There’s no ____ sign on the road to recovery
13. Founder of Stroke Comeback Center
14. An optimistic state of mind that is based on an expectation of positive outcomes
15. Unforeseen; surprising
18. Format of all SCC classes since March 2020
19. A person who gives something of value, especially to a charity
20. Common microphone setting on Zoom

Down: 
1. Popular afternoon virtual social event
2. Caring ______ Support Group for family and friends
4. Offered to those in need, ensures no survivor is turned away for financial reasons
6. Anticipated
8. Stroke Comeback _____ Virtual 5K
9. Location of SCC’s Virginia center
10. We have three centers, yet one _________
16. ______ 24: 24-hour online fundraiser
17. Virtual meeting platform *answer key available on page 5



Dear friends of Stroke Comeback Center,
Stroke Comeback Center knew 2020 would be a challenging year, with the long-anticipated retirement of our 
founder and recent expansion to new centers. Little did we know that we would be facing these challenges 
during a global pandemic.

When we think back to 2020, we’ll always remember the celebrations that were cancelled, the milestone events 
reduced to socially distant gatherings, and the time spent on Zoom. I hope we also remember the many 
valuable lessons we learned: that virtual meetings are a powerful way to maintain connection, the importance of 
community to provide support through difficult times, and that unanticipated challenges allow us to grow in ways 
that we could not have otherwise imagined. 

Those of us at Stroke Comeback Center will also remember the support provided by you - our faithful donors. 
You consistently responded each time we asked with your generous donations and participation in new events, 
such as the Stroke Comeback Trail. Your continued support allowed us to grow in new ways and bring our 
programs to stroke and brain trauma survivors during an especially difficult time. Most importantly, you allowed 
us to stay true to our mission of never turning away a survivor for inability to pay. On behalf of all the families we 
serve, we are very grateful. 

Please follow us on our website, social media, and in our newsletters to see how we continue to adapt to the  
expected and unexpected in 2021 and beyond. Together we’ll continue to Open the door to a brighter tomorrow.

Many thanks,

Suzanne Coyle
Executive Director
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It was a year full of expected and unexpected major events, from the planned 
retirement of our beloved founder to the changes brought on by a global pandemic. 
Through it all, Stroke Comeback Center adapted and found new ways to keep our 
community of members, care partners, volunteers, and families together.

Due to the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
closed our Vienna and Rockville centers in March 2020 and quickly 
restructured to a fully-virtual platform to keep our community 
connected and supported. In that first week, we trained our 
professional team and over 80 survivors how to use the Zoom 
videoconferencing platform and resumed with fully-virtual 
programs on March 23, 2020. Since that time our enrollment and 
programs have continued to grow, and we currently serve over 
130 survivors each week through our virtual programs. 

In addition to our transition to fully-virtual programs, we 
significantly reduced our program fees for all members, ensuring 
that all those experiencing unexpected financial difficulties may 
continue to participate in our programs during an especially 
difficult time. We are grateful for the many emergency funding 
sources that allowed us to continue our programs while 
maintaining our physical centers in Vienna and Rockville, keeping 
them ready to re-open them as soon as it is safe to do so.

Stay in Touch Program
To complement our existing programming and help keep 
our community safe and connected during the pandemic, we 
introduced new virtual Stay In Touch groups. These free groups 
offer new topics each week and are open to all of our members at 
no cost. In contrast to our traditional classes, these Stay in Touch 
groups focus purely on social interaction and connectedness. 
These groups have proven to be a lifeline for our members, many 
of whom live alone and therefore are especially isolated during 
the pandemic. A special thank-you to our professional team, 
volunteers, and McLean Community Foundation for their support 
of this valuable program.

2020 COVID-19 Emergency Funding 

Caring Connection
The Caring Connection is an informal support group led by care 
partners themselves, for the family and friends who live with or 
help support Stroke Comeback Center members. Due to the 
pandemic, the Caring Connection transitioned to virtual meetings 
and increased their frequency to twice a month. Participants meet 
to share tips and resources, hash out problems, and sometimes 
just vent. Most of all, whether in-person or virtual, the Caring 
Connection is a place where our families encourage each other 
and provide understanding of what others are going through.  

Virtual Valentine Happy Hour



In 2005, believing that stroke survivors 
could continue to make progress if provided 
with ongoing supportive services, speech-
language pathologist Darlene Williamson 
opened the Stroke Comeback Center in 
Oakton, Virginia. Her vision was to continue 
care beyond traditional insurance limits and 
provide services to ALL survivors, regardless 

of their ability to pay. As Darlene often said throughout her tenure as our Executive Director, 
“There is no STOP sign on the road to recovery.” All survivors deserve the respect and the 
support needed to live successfully and fully participate in life. We are grateful for her vision 
and tireless commitment to our community. Thank you, Darlene, for always believing and 
leading the way!

In June 2020, we said “farewell for now” to Stroke Comeback Center’s Founder and Executive 
Director, Darlene Williamson. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we celebrated Darlene’s retirement 
with a drive-by parade. 

Mark your calendars!  On October 14, 2021, please 
plan on joining us at the Benefit of Chocolate, where we will 
celebrate Darlene and her many successes!  Details coming 
soon at www.strokecomebackcenter.org . . .

The

Benefit 
Chocolate

of

About the Stroke Comeback Center
The Stroke Comeback Center is the sole safety net for stroke and brain trauma
survivors in the DC metro area. The Stroke Comeback Center provides affordable
services so that each person can continue their long term recovery, regardless of
ability to pay. Stroke is the primary cause of aphasia - a language disorder that 
affects the ability to communicate without affecting intellect. The Stroke Comeback
Center believes everyone affected by aphasia is entitled to services, at all stages
of recovery.

With your support, the Stroke Comeback Center will always be a place of safety
and support for survivors to grow, rebuild skills and reclaim their lives.

Vienna Location:
145 Park Street, SE  |  Vienna, VA 22180  |  703-255-5221

Rockville Location:
50 W Edmonston Drive, Suite 301  |  Rockville, MD 20852  |  301-605-7620

Loudoun Headway Project: 
224-D Cornwall Street, NW, Suite 305  |  Leesburg, VA 20176  |  571-919-6090

Virtual Center:
VSCC@strokecomebackcenter.org

Please visit us at www.strokecomebackcenter.org

TThhee  SSttrrookkee  CCoommeebbaacckk  CCeenntteerr

RReeqquueessttss  tthhee  PPlleeaassuurree

ooff  

YYoouurr  CCoommppaannyy
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STROKE COMEBACK CENTER is an IRS recognized 501 (c)(3) public charity 
and is eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions.

Stroke Comeback Center Board Of Directors
Joyce McCarty, Chair George D. Vincent, Vice-Chair

Joanne Addas, Secretary Arthur McMahon, Treasurer
Lisa Koches, Director Eric Robinson, Director

Darlene Williamson, Executive Director

Stroke Come Back Benefit Chocolate Invite 1-20-20_Layout 1  1/29/20  12:03 PM  Page 1

FarewellFarewellFOR NOW . . . 



150

100

50

0
Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5

201 Total members served in 2020

What do our members like about VIRTUAL CLASSES?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Meeting people from other centersMeeting people from other centers

Variety of classesVariety of classes

No need to travelNo need to travel

Can join from anywhereCan join from anywhere
8

After several sessions of fully-virtual classes, we asked our 
members and families what they thought about virtual programs.

Varied
and 

challenging

Personalize a 
recovery/therapy 

plan

Keep engaged 
and socialized

Stay 
connected

Communicate 
better

Keep
Busy

Helpful because I 
don't have to 
go anywhere

According to our members, 

          VIRTUAL CLASSES are . . .

Helpful to keep 
in touch 

with others

Convenient 
and 

enlightening
FUN!

Our members feel that VIRTUAL CLASSES have helped them to . . .

ACROSS
3. PIVOT
5. KALIKIE
7. MUSICTHERAPY
11. ROCKVILLE
12. STOP
13. DARLENE
14. HOPE
15. UNEXPECTED
18. VIRTUAL
19. DONOR
20. MUTE

CROSSWORD ANSWER KEY

DOWN
1. HAPPYHOUR
2. CONNECTION
4. SCHOLARSHIP
6. EXPECTED
8. TRAIL
9. VIENNA
10. COMMUNITY
16. DOMORE
17. ZOOM



Anonymous *
Anonymous
Double Wood Farm *
Gen. Charles and Ann Dyke
Freedman Boylan Family Trust *
The Giving Circle of HOPE
Paul and Lisa Koches/Koches Family Foundation, Inc. *
Raymond and Julie McGraw

2020 GOLD KEY PARTNERS ($25,000 and above)    
Anonymous

2020 SILVER KEY PARTNERS ($10,000-$24,999) 
Double Wood Farm
Christine Reynolds
George and Kathy Vincent

2020 IRON KEY PARTNERS ($1,000-$4,999) 
Adventist HealthCare
Mary Agee
AMR Commercial, LLC
Anonymous
Christopher and Christina Arnold
Babette Atz
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Paul Berger and Stephanie Mensh
Joyce Bolton
Janet Brown
Capital One Services, LLC
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
Anita Carroll
Corina Higginson Trust
Philip and Marianne Coyle
Suzanne Coyle
Vincent and Angela Coyle
Susan Crown
Joan Curtis
EagleBank
ExxonMobile Foundation
Freedman Boylan Family Trust
Michael and Amy Georgeadis
Patricia Harley

2020 IRON KEY PARTNERS ($1,000-$4,999) 
Elwood and Elizabeth Howerton 
Carl and Rylan Hutzler
Jerry and Virginia Jasper
Marianne Kelly
Peter Kiefer
Gary and Vicki Kirkbride
Gary Knipling
Leesburg Daybreak Rotary Foundation, Inc.
Bruce and Kimberly Levin
William and Jennifer Manders
Virginia Mars
Michael Mazzuchi
Nancy McCarty
Raymond and Julie McGraw
McLean Mortgage Corporation/Vince Coyle Group
Arthur and Cristabel McMahon
The Monitor Group, LLC
Robert Morgenthau
Pebble Beach Associates
Peter Knapp Realty Group, LLC
John Phillips and Paula Kuebler
John Rachlin
Howard and Melissa Richman
Gretchen Robenhymer
Robert and Nancy Mason Family Fund
Rockville Rotary Club Foundation
Rotary Club of Vienna
Richard and Pamela Sauber
Elizabeth Scott
Shrewsbury Foundation
Josh Sickel
Randolph D Rouse Foundation, Inc.
Linda Soldo
St. Mark Catholic Church
John and Janet Tysse
United Way of the National Capital Area
Michele Vernon
Katharine Vincent
Janet Weller
Stephen Woodberry
Margaret and Paul Zusky

The list below recognizes those supporters who, over the course of their years as donors, have 
contributed a cumulative $25,000 or more. We gratefully acknowledge these generous and steadfast 
donors who have provided us with a foundation for our efforts.   (* denotes support of $50,000+) 

LIFETIME DONORS, $25,000+ ($50,000+ DENOTED WITH*)	
Philip L. Graham Fund
John Phillips and Paula Kuebler *
Christine Reynolds
Rotary Club of Vienna
Shrewsbury Foundation *
John and Michele Vernon
George and Kathy Vincent *
Paul and Darlene Williamson *

2020 BRONZE KEY PARTNERS ($5,000-$9,999)
Joanne Addas
Anonymous
Paul and Lisa Koches/Koches Family Foundation, Inc. 
Joyce McCarty
Fred Palloni

Thank you to all our committed supporters.
  Your Support = Our Impact



Across The Pond DC
Rosanne Bellas
Ben and Jerry’s Ice Cream - Dulles Town Center, Reston and Vienna
Frank and Virginia Birdsong
Ronald and Rosemary Blunck
Russell Borthwick and Cressida McKean
Carol Bradley
Larry Bram
Elaine Braverman
Patrick Burns
Richard and Jo Byyny
Marti Carroll
Brian Conroy
Brad and Susan Cooper
Daryl and Christina Corr

2020 - $500-999 CONTRIBUTORS
Eileen Arnold
Warrenetta Baker
Thomas and Maria Barba
Rajani Bartakke
Robin Bergen
John Carey and Niki Yianilos
Nancy Carman
Robert and Susan Chang
Andrew and Mary Coats

Carol Corrigan
Elizabeth Anne Cotsworth
Ralph and Sharon Debnam
Charles and Ann Dyke
Greg Foote
Gainesville Physical Therapy, Inc.
David Gelfand
Greater Washington Community Foundation
Seth Grosshandler

Michael Guadagnini
Brooke Hatfield
Michael and Jeanine Hayden
Pat and Patty Horan
Heather Joyner
LaKan Foundation
Kristin Mackert
Larry and Linda Matlack
Mary Matthews

Pedro Coutinho
Daniel and Katherine Culley
Matthew and Susan Datta
Mike Debnam
Karen Degerberg
Jerry DeVito
Alexander Douds
Doris Douglass
Joe and Carole Dunn
André and Connie Dupuy
Elizabeth Durante
Kim Dyer
Clyde and Lee Ellis
Eliza Engle
Edward English

Todd and Lori Ermi
Gwen Flanders
Sharon Gaskin
Nicholas Georgeadis
Javier and Caroline Gil
Al and Patricia Giraldi
Robin Goffen
Bob Goldstein and Ronda Brenner
Bruce and Ruthann Goodwin
Scott and Laura Gurganus
Adrian Hagerty and Caroline Percopo
Hugh and Annette Hilliard
Tom and Mollie Ingram
Justin Jordan
David and Angela Kennedy

Dan and Kathleen Langan
Florante Llana and Marlyn Caluag
Janice McAdams
Mark McAdams
Nancy McFadden
Robert McNamee
John and Ellen Melle
Hani Miletski
David and Theresa Miller
Kevin and Patricia Moore
Georg Neumann and Susan Anthony
James and Jill Norcross
Richard Nusbaum
Jennifer Peel
William Peel

National Sports Medicine Institute
John Norcross
Robert O’Connor
Judy Parker
Ronald Peterson
George Pettit
Michelle Rahal
Paul Rao
Floyd and Minnie Rose

2020 - $250-499 CONTRIBUTORS

Rotary Club of Tysons Corner
Toria Scotto
Mark and Janet Servis
Spyridon Skiados
Dori Solomon
Robert and Norma Stine
Lane Taylor
Billy Thompson
James Thompson

James and Kathleen Tysse
Lynne Vernon
Chris Vincent
George Vincent, Jr.
Eric and Lynda Vranek
Daniel Wayland
Graydon Wilcox
John and Jan Wilcynski
Anita Yagjian

Melvin Peters
Kathryn Phippen
Catherine Poteat
Jane Powell
Purcellville Rotary Foundation, 
Inc.
Cheri Rafferty
Ann Rasenberger
Richard Reilly
Lucy Robinson
Janice and Jose Rodriguez
Abigail Ross
Matt and Joyce Sawyer
Scott Schang
Mark and Ann Schweitzer

Matthew and Amy Sheldon
Virginia and Jerry Sparger
Melissa Stark
Drs. Rae Stone and Kent Allen
Suzanne Tsacoumis
Sarah Underwood
Kevin and Tara Vold
Mack and Vicki Wells
Clifford Yee
Beth Zeidman

 
While the 12th Annual Kalikie Classic looked a little bit different this year due to the pandemic 
and social distancing, over sixty golfers had a fun and safe day at Raspberry Falls Golf Club in 
Leesburg, Virginia and raised more than $22,000 for the Stroke Comeback Center.

“I love it as much as when I first stepped through the door!  The Center has groups and an 
environment where you feel at ease.  As in years past, all proceeds of the tournament will 
benefit the Stroke Comeback Center’s mission of never turning any stroke survivor away  
due to the inability to pay.”
                                                        – Christie, SCC member, volunteer and Kalikie Classic Founder and Chairperson

 

With over 280 participants from 16 states and more than $12,000 in donations and  
sponsorships, our community came together to support survivors and families along their 
road to recovery, proving that there are no stop signs on that journey.

“Thanks for putting on such a great event. My team and I enjoyed being part of something 
bigger than us.  See you down the Comeback Trail!”
                                                       

 – Terry, SCC member

In October 2020, the Stroke Comeback Center introduced 
the fully virtual Stroke Comeback Trail



Opening the door to a brighter tomorrow
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VIENNA CENTER 145 PARK STREET, SE VIENNA, VA 22180 703-255-5221

ROCKVILLE CENTER 50 W EDMONSTON DR, STE 301 ROCKVILLE, MD 20852 301-605-7620

VIRTUAL CENTER VSCC@strokecomebackcenter.org

WWW.STROKECOMEBACKCENTER.ORG

Partners for a Brighter Tomorrow honors those who have chosen to make a lasting investment in Stroke Comeback 
Center, allowing us to meet the needs of our community now and in the future. Planned gifts are as simple as naming  
Stroke Comeback Center in your will or living trust, as a beneficiary of your IRA or life insurance policy, or gifts of stock and  
appreciated assets. 
Planned gifts enable you to create a meaningful philanthropic legacy and will help us to support stroke and brain trauma 
survivors and their families for years to come. To discuss planned giving opportunities, please contact Connie Dupuy at  
703-255-2950 or connie@strokecomebackcenter.org.

STROKE COMEBACK 
CENTER VIRTUAL CLASSES…

Thank you for another year of support, connection and community
A special thanks to those who give so generously to the center through workplace giving, including the 
United Way of the National Capital Area and the Combined Federal Campaign, Benevity Foundation, 
America’s Charities, Give Back Foundation, and the BASF Corporation and many others. Your support 
makes our work possible. 

Please join us in 2021 as our community continues to expect the un-expected

 
Follow us on social media


