
Our Mission To provide ongoing and personally 
meaningful programs within a supportive and peer-driven environment 
that is affordable for all stroke and brain trauma survivors, 
enabling them to achieve their maximum potential.

Our Vision 
A world in which every stroke and brain trauma survivor 
leads a life filled with hope, meaning and purpose.

STROKE COMEBACK CENTER
2017 ANNUAL REPORT

We Are The Stroke Comeback Center is a community 
of survivors of stroke and other brain trauma committed to living 
successful and productive lives. We know recovery lasts forever.



 

IN THE WORDS OF OUR 
MEMBERS AND FAMILIES, THE 
STROKE COMEBACK CENTER 
IS A PLACE WHERE . . .

“Good stuff happens here… You gave us hope when 
there was none… This is a place where you can come 
and be educated as to where you fit in to the world…. 
I didn’t know what to do when the insurance stopped… 
This place is not just a Center, but a support group for 
the Caregivers…For stroke survivors, this place is a   
Godsend… It’s a place to help me prepare for my  
future, which as a result, looks bright.”

T H A N K S 
to our loyal and 

generous supporters,  

2017 was a year of growth 

and innovation here at the 

Stroke Comeback Center.



 

2017 H I G H L I G H T S

2017 F U N D R A I S I N G  E V E N T S

EXPANSION 
The Stroke Comeback Center conducted a

LOUDOUN COUNTY PILOT PROGRAM 
AND CREATED A MARYLAND TASK FORCE
Signed a lease for space in Rockville, MD that allowed us to fulfill our  
goal of bringing services to Maryland.

24 EPISODES 
Produced new episodes of the podcast: 

Slow Road to Better™
Launched our own podcast feed for the Slow Road to Better™, 
heard round the world. Fosters a sense of community; stroke 
survivors offering tips and guidance on commonplace issues and every-
day challenges.

39 NEW MEMBERS 

JOINED THE STROKE COMEBACK CENTER

14 NEW PROGRAMS ADDED
Provided additional ways members may work on their 

communication skills by practicing speech, reading and 

numbers. We also incorporated a new fitness class,  

focused on boxing and building strength.

FORMED A FAMILY-FOCUSED 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Committee coordinated by family members, to help survivors gain confi-

dence in social settings and be more comfortable dealing with the public. 

2017 H I G H L I G H T S

2017 F U N D R A I S I N G  E V E N T S
BUBBLES, BAUBLES 

AND BAGS DO MORE 24 KALIKIE CLASSIC MIND MATTERS ANNUAL HOLIDAY
DRIVE



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

LIFETIME DONORS, $25,000+ ($50,000+ DENOTED WITH*) 
Anonymous * Rotary Club of Vienna
Charles W. Dyke Shrewsbury Foundation*
Freedman Boylan Family Trust* John and Michele Vernon
Paul and Lisa Koches George and Kathy Vincent
John Phillips and Paula Kuebler* Paul and Darlene Williamson*

2017 SILVER KEY PARTNER
Double Wood Farm
Elks Lodge 15
Shrewsbury Foundation
George and Kathy Vincent

2017 BRONZE KEY PARTNER
Freedman Boylan Family Trust
Linda B. McKean
Paul Myrick Admin. Trust
John Phillips and Paula Kuebler

2017 IRON KEY PARTNER
Access National Bank
Joanne Addas
AMR Commercial, LLC
ANONYMOUS
Christopher and Christine Arnold
Marc and Babette Atz
Cathy Bernard
John C. Beyer
Janet Brown
Robert and Susan Chang
E and C Cocke
Corina Higginson Trust
Joan Curtis
Jeannemarie Davis
Alexander Douds
Charles W. Dyke

2017 IRON KEY PARTNER
Clyde and Lee Ellis
Marty Engle
David Evans
James Forsberg
Pat and Patty Horan
Joan Kasprowicz
Steven and Barbara Kessler
Peter Knapp
Joan Knetemann
Koches Family Foundation,  Inc.
Paul and Lisa Koches
Raymond and Julie McGraw
Arthur McMahon
Robert Morgenthau
Northrop Grumman Systems Corp.
Oakton Women’s Club

2017 IRON KEY PARTNER 
Laura Obradovic
William Peel
Lou Pirkey
Howard Richman
Gretchen Robenhymer
Eric and Rose Robinson
David Schnakenberg
Elizabeth Scott
Josh Sickel
United Way - National Capital Area
Vantage Construction
John and Michele Vernon
Chris Vincent
Kevin and Tara Vold

The list below recognizes those supporters who, over the course of their years as  
donors, have contributed a cumulative $25,000 or more. The generosity of these lifetime 
donors has provided us with a foundation for our efforts. ( * denotes support of $50,000+)

2017 BRONZE KEY PARTNER 
Christine Reynolds
Rotary Club Of Vienna
The Dominion Guild
Paul and Darlene Willliamson
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2017 - $500-999 CONTRIBUTOR
Chris Arbore

Susan Arney

Thomas and Maria Barba

Paul Berger and Stephanie Mensh

Greg Bernhard

Russell Borthwick and Cressida McKean

Patrick Burns

Jan Byyny

Vincent and Angela Coyle

Karen Degerberg

Maggie Dore

Doris Douglass

Howard and Patricia Everson

Five Star Home Health Care

Foster’s Grille Of Vienna

Albert Fusca

Gene and Stephanie Gately

Ellen Harrison

Megan Hauck

Elwood and Elizabeth Howerton

Heather Joyner

Russ Kaufmann

David Luthy

McCarthy Foundation

Medstar National Rehabilitation Network

Tommy and Ruth Meeker

Old Dominion Home Care

Janet Olshansky

William Peel III

George Pettit

Kimberly Pollock
Paul and Krista Ritsema
Rotary Club Of Tyson’s Corner
Marcie and Dennis Sponholtz
Kathleen Stralka
Justin Taft
Lane Taylor
Sarah Underwood
Deanna Wells
Brian Wendroff

2017 - $250-499 CONTRIBUTOR
Mary Agee

Eileen Arnold

Warrenetta Baker

Michelle Baldacci

Sue Bowers

Carol Bradley

Elaine Braverman

Nancy Clark

Commonwealth Of Virginia Campaign

Elizabeth Anne Cotsworth

Philip and Marianne Coyle

Suzanne Coyle

Mike Debnam

Ralph and Sharon Debnam

Jack and Kathleen DiMaggio

Mary Dooher

John and Sandra Duker

Kim Dyer

Richard Foote

Ron and Ilyse Gart

Sharon Gaskin

Amy Georgeadis

Michael Georgeadis

Noha Georges

Mony Ghose

Al and Patricia Giraldi

Bruce and Ruthann Goodwin

Scott and Laura Gurganus

Christopher Hayes

Ed Holman 

Tom and Mollie Ingram

John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Paul Kaufmann

David and Angela Kennedy

Vicki Kirkbride

Jean Kluttz

Gary Knipling

Elizabeth Large

Larry and Marsha Large

Barbara League

Bruce and Kimberly Levin

Virginia Mars

Mary Matthews

Janice McAdams

Quincy McKean

NutureCare

Vishwas Pethe

Susan Pierce

Ann Rasenberger

Betty Reinecke

Janice and Jose Rodriguez

Matt and Joyce Sawyer

Spyridon Skiados

Mitchell Stengel

Rick and Yong Suk Stevenson

Darren Straniero

James and Kathleen Tysse

David Ulrich

Volkswagen Group Of America,Inc.

Margaret and Paul Zusky



 

Dear Friends,

At the Stroke Comeback Center, I am inspired every day by the brave, resilient and nev-
er give up attitude shown by our stroke and brain trauma survivors. In that same spirit, 
I am proud to present to you our Annual Report for 2017. In this report you will learn 
about our accomplishments for the year, and our hopes for the future.

Since our humble beginnings back in 2005 with 12 members and 3 communication 
classes, we have grown and stretched our capacity to welcome over 150 survivors into 
our community. As we have grown, we have stayed true to our mission; to provide 
critically needed services at a cost that families can afford. Sustainability is our primary 
objective and because of our loyal and passionate donors, we are able to continue our 
growth while remaining true to our mission.

In 2017 we searched for a location in Maryland that would meet our needs and sealed a 
deal that will carry us well into the future.  We can now provide services to survivors and 
their families on both sides of the Potomac River.  With growth comes both challenge 
and opportunity, and our small but passionate team continues to seek out new part-
ners and supporters to fuel that growth, while maintaining our nationally recognized 
model of excellence.

The success of our organization is a testament to our donors and supporters. We truly 
could not do it alone and we are so grateful for each and every gift and each and every 
family that comes through our doors. Thank you for caring and thank you for sharing in 
our successes.   

With appreciation and warm regards,

 
 
Darlene Williamson
Stroke Comeback Center,
Executive Director and Founder

A MESSAGE OF GRATITUDE FROM 
OUR FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

 



43 TOTAL GROUPS
8790 PROGRAM HOURS

2017 BY THE NUMBERS

As we continue to grow and serve more members and families, the need for support 
becomes even more critical. We rely on donations to help fund our member programs. 
Whether it is a gift of time or funds, we are very thankful for your support!

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 

AMOUNT AWARDED IN
SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2017

$50,662
30% of our members receive some type of financial aid, 

including reduced fees and scholarships.

 

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES IT POSSIBLE
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STROKE COMEBACK CENTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Eric Robinson, JD, Board Chair 
Robinson Intellectual Property Law Office, PC

Joanne Addas, Vice Chair 
Vice President and Associate Tax Counsel, Global Tax Capital One Services, LLC

Art McMahon, Treasurer
Director, International Analysis and Bank Conditions U.S. Treasury Department, retired

Elizabeth Scott, Ph.D.
CEO, Brighter Strategies, LLC; Past Board Chair

Lisa Forczyk 
President, Insight on Design, LLC

Joan Knetemann, BSN, MA 
Community Outreach Director, Adult Companion Care (ACCfamily)

Rafael A. Martinez
Vice President, Commercial Banking, Access National Bank

Cressida McKean 
Former US Executive Director Advisor, Inter-American Development Bank and 

Senior Evaluation Officer, US Agency for International Development

John D. Phillips, Ph.D.
Stroke Comeback Co-Founder and Past Board Chair

Suzanne Tsacoumis, Ph.D.
CEO, President, Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO)

George Vincent
Executive Vice President, Red Coats, Inc.

Darlene S. Williamson, MA, CCC-SLP 
Founder and Executive Director, Stroke Comeback Center

 

 

Opening the door to a brighter tomorrow

®

 
We rely on donations to help fund our member programs and volunteers for administrative and clerical support. 

Thank you for helping our community of stroke and brain trauma survivors.

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL!
Visit us at www.strokecomebackcenter.org 

VIENNA CENTER 
145 PARK STREET, SE

VIENNA, VA 22180
703-255-5221

ROCKVILLE CENTER
50 W EDMONSTON DR, STE 301

ROCKVILLE, MD 20852
301-605-7620


